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Clarinetist Anna Koch is know or her pleyfl approach to contemporary misi
combining i with ideography ar improvisation and inviting listenes tostp int her
world.In September. she'l e embarking on  eal acvenure: it her new project
Comnctg the Do, b i 1o comboe maisl e o exchenge i

e with Sylvia olk-

g sl L i o .

musc roots, intense concentration, and pac

Anna Koch: 1had a lot of contact with [Alpine] folk music because my futher was a olk
s and ks 0 ok s sl s s v iy vind
instrument trumpet - butin fol
imtrmmet o vl ik v B x e ecmpens ad ply (v, B -
buttons o push - as a.h looked
much more atractive. So, I strted playing the clariet aily e, when I was 14, oy
wasnt il went 1 colleg that  inaly gave up the trumpet for good. 1 stdied Eb
clarinet, bass and contrabass clarinet with Heing-Peter Linshalm; 1 was one of his first

t in Vienna, o1 got
And the bass clarinet is now your trademark.

Anna Koch: love playing the clrinet but | particularly like the low frequencies of the
bass clarinet, The scoustic ¢

sounds amazing on th bass clarinet

“THERE'S SO MUCH MUSIC, YOU CAN NEVER KNOW
ITALL"

Anna Koch: “BASStceia”, 1

like Petra Stump-Linshalm, because T love her onal anguage.
ot of foreign contactsthrough the Platypus Ensemble as well. Of course,a ot of times
el o e ot progan, o 4 e o e st
But 'm also thankfulinthose case, because that way T get fo know new music There's so
much msic, you can never know it all.

e been able to make a

a . and o a long piece of

and commissioned works?

Anna Koch: The videos

original works

¢ solo program developed out of them, and

then L asked cetan composers {0 write for i, wanted o avoid a “clarinet

justplaying one piece afte another Instead, T played for an hou withaut a break,

comeing Thoped that way to p a bothan
" The videos

citalsiuaton,

i theycane about besuseof iend f mine 4ho coud't deal it contemparary

classical music wanted
concept of minimal music works equally well whether the music i elctronic o acoustic
Each of my for bassclarinet, that

recontextuslized with  loop staion. Those pieces got me invitd tothe LAMES Festival in
St Polten s well. The people came t see what DJ was peclorming

Video: Anns Koch - “BASSticio” Trailer

» re there
classical peces for bass clarinet as well?

Anna Koch: Giseppe Verdi's Aida has some orchestrl passages for bass clrinet, and
Dimitr Shostakovich wrote some as wel. Bt s stila firly young instrument - the
clarinets a5 19t "

Iiterature forbass clainet dida't ppear uni the 20th. As  solist, you end up with
contemporary music very quickly

for you to play

sy

Anna Koch: As an instrumentalist and performer, you kind o have the responsibilty ot

simply 10 reproduce music. Which may sound srange, when I say my roots arein folk

e ot fthe e e i comory s v eyl
approach to musi that you fnd in folk. You're always allowed to vary things. Studying
clasical mosic, | leamed to follos the very strit instructions on the page, and at some
point 1 e T had lost mysel. If pefect recordings aready exist, why should  rcreate
them? I’ besutiful masi, and it makes you fel wonderful,but I rediscovered that playfl

course, but al

‘with the composers, Wit the videos, 1ty to ounte peopl’s skepticism sbout
conterporary music.

“MUSIC DOESN'T LIKE BEING PUSHED INTO THE
BACKGROUND."

you reallze th requires the

same level of undivided concentration.

Anna Koch: Music
elieve the accusation that contemporary musi requires prior knowledge atal - you just
ive 10 be open. Children don't have  problem with i in particula,smal children make
oise on all kinds of objects: that's how they lear how things sound. You could make a
picce of contemporary msic aut of that,

ally docsn't ike being pushed nto the background. And 1 don't

Following the sound of things.

Anna Koch: Youean't

Jula 1 outof

ot have been another possible approach for you?

Anna Koch: 1 haven' dared 0 do hat p tl now; my respect for folk musi s 00 grea.
105 lways  functional music - i's played t seasonal fetivals, wedings, nd funerals:
it o partof people’ livs. | am taking seps in that direction, hough. And on my world
tour, want o play acompositon for bass clarinet with recorded msic for every land that
we travel to For Austri, | inegrated fok music

What attitude will you be taking fnt

e countries

Anna Koch: I want 1o foster openness for other traditions, OF course, you can only
experience sl part ofa ouniy i month - there e 2:
in Brazil alone. s

0 known indigenous culures

ot my goalto understand every couniry; i's more that I pack my bag.

and collect impressions and experiences in ordet {0 communicate th
104 almost a world tour, except Africa 't on the agenda.

Anna Koch: Yes, sl don't havethe contacts in Afrca, You could ssk,too, why I'm

only traveling far sway instead of doing something in Europe. Th
casan: longer journey

starts shool, intend 1o continue the project in Europe,

“IT'S AN ATTEMPT TO FIND OUT HOW LITTLE | CAN
LIVE WITH?

our

s due to 8 personal
1o tealize now, before our son strs school. Onc he

‘Anna Koch: Certunly,every culture has its own perspective o the same situations,a

each s ts own stategies to deal withthem. 1 intend o find ou, forin
deal it the problem of waste

hope o stimulate a conversation and larn.
Environmental protection s also an element of the project

Anaa ook v g v ko s o pckig

dinto two witcases, Our tet,seeping bags, and th

e ke h s oo L4 an atempt 1o ot bow e e e i,
wha extent | can reduce my own requirements

» o they're partof the
project.

Anna Koch: My partner Scbastian Schinid will be documenting th projec, s o
photographer and on the blog: peaple can follow our journe

there. The personal moments,

the encouners, the individusl
thee are going o be ot of impressions that
ourselves and fo the public. s a gift that ur son is goin (0 be with us

goingto

1o capture, both for
I getto

experince what we're passionate abou.

Translated from the German original by Philp Yoeger
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